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these phenomenal States, and great developments are to be
expected in the measurable future. Their present influence in
world affairs is an index of the degree to which their internal
organization has been already adapted to the problems of
space.
That size alone is not always a decisive factor in the greatness
of States must be recognized. China, Brazil, Canada and
Australia all have very large territories, but in each there are
elements which have, so far, restricted internal organization
to the extent that not one of these four more or less independent
States is considered to be a Great Power. China appears to
possess the essential resources of area and population but has
not succeeded in utilizing its latent power, largely, it seems, for
psychological reasons. Brazil, Canada and Australia all suffer
from inadequate population resources over large parts of their
territories. The population map of each of these three countries
shows that the most densely occupied areas are marginal in
location and that large areas are, for climatic reasons, almost
uninhabited. Excessive heat, usually accompanied by heavy
rainfall and dense forest, in Brazil, excessive cold in Canada
and aridity in Australia, explain why these States contain
unpopulated and therefore undeveloped areas but it would
be unwise to urge that these climatic conditions, which have
been deterministic up to the present, will continue to restrict
economic and political developments. U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. also
contain large areas which are inimical to human settlement
and organization, but their more favourable latitudinal extent
gives them a greater proportion of territory in which human
efforts win greater rewards.
Although the examples of U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. indicate
the advantages of continuity of area in a very large State, the
territory of some other large political units is discontinuous
and, in certain cases, is widely dispersed over the surface of
the earth. These are the great Colonial Powers which are
not strictly comparable with States in the sense the term has
been employed in these pages. The British, French, Dutch,
Belgian, and other similar Colonial Empires are States in so
far as they are administered by and owe allegiance to a central
authority, in which is vested sovereign power but which remains